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Anyone	accused	of	a	criminal	offense	has	the	right	to	a	public	trial	under	the	Sixth	Amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution.	Defendants	can	sometimes	waive	their	right	to	a	public	trial,	but	they	can't	compel	a	private	trial.	The	general	public	and	media	have	a	First	Amendment	interest	in	open	court	proceedings,	though	these	rights	are	secondary	to	the
interests	of	the	parties	to	the	case.	Criminal	Defendant's	Right	to	a	Public	Trial	Why	is	the	right	to	a	public	trial	so	important?	U.S.	Supreme	Court	Justice	Brandeis	summed	it	up	when	he	said,	"Sunlight	is	said	to	be	the	best	of	disinfectants."	By	keeping	legal	proceedings	in	the	public	eye,	it	promotes	accountability	in	maintaining	a	fair	and	just
criminal	justice	system.	Ensuring	a	fair	trial.	Public	trials	allow	the	general	public	to	see	that	the	justice	system	is	functioning	properly	and	treating	defendants	fairly.	Holding	the	criminal	justice	system	accountable.	The	presence	of	interested	spectators	aims	to	keep	the	judge,	jury,	lawyers,	and	courtroom	staff	mindful	of	their	responsibilities	and
actions.	Plus,	in	jurisdictions	where	judges	are	elected,	voters	can	observe	the	performance	of	their	elected	judges	up	close.	Encouraging	witnesses	to	come	forward.	Historically,	public	trials	were	needed	to	make	proceedings	known	to	potential	witnesses.	Discouraging	perjury.	Witnesses	are	considered	less	likely	to	lie	in	a	public	tribunal	when	they
are	in	the	presence	of	not	only	the	court	but	also	members	of	their	community.	Are	All	Criminal	Court	Hearings	Open	to	the	Public?	Generally	speaking,	yes,	most	criminal	court	hearings	are	open	to	the	public.	Although	the	right	to	a	public	criminal	trial	isn't	absolute,	the	court	starts	with	the	presumption	of	openness.	If	someone	wants	to	"close	the
courtroom	doors,"	they	must	overcome	this	presumption	with	compelling	reasons.	The	right	to	a	public	trial	will	often	prevail	over	competing	interests,	even	security	and	privacy	interests.	(More	on	closing	courtrooms	below.)	The	defendant's	right	to	a	public	trial	applies	to	the	entire	trial	process,	not	just	the	trial.	The	trial	process	includes	certain
pretrial	hearings,	such	as	motions	on	the	admissibility	of	evidence,	and	jury	selection	and	instructions.	Through	the	First	Amendment,	the	media	and	public	generally	have	the	right	to	access	pretrial	hearings,	bail	hearings,	competency	hearings,	sentencing	hearings,	and	posttrial	proceedings.	Exceptions	to	the	Right	of	a	Public	Trial	Not	everyone	can
observe	every	portion	of	every	trial.	Judges	generally	prohibit	anyone	who	might	be	called	to	testify	from	watching	any	of	the	trial	proceedings	before	testifying,	so	they	can't	hear	what	other	witnesses	say	(also	known	as	sequestering	witnesses).	Juvenile	proceedings	are	another	example	where	the	policy	interests	of	protecting	and	rehabilitating
children	often	override	the	right	to	public	hearings.	When	Can	a	Judge	Exclude	the	Public	From	the	Courtroom?	The	U.S.	Supreme	Court	decided	that,	before	ordering	closure	of	a	hearing	or	trial,	the	judge	must	show	in	the	record	that:	the	party	seeking	closure	established	that	an	overriding	interest	is	at	stake	the	closure	is	no	broader	than
necessary,	and	no	viable	alternatives	to	closure	exist.	(Waller	v.	Georgia,	467	U.S.	39	(1984).)	Under	this	test,	the	Court	noted	that	total	closure	should	be	a	rare	occurrence.	What's	more	likely	to	occur	is	the	judge	ordering	a	partial	and	limited	closure	for	certain	testimony	or	hearings	when	overriding	interests,	such	as	safety,	fairness,	and	privacy,
are	at	stake.	Maintain	Order	and	Safety	Judges	have	broad	discretion	to	maintain	order	and	safety	in	their	courtrooms,	but	even	for	the	sake	of	order,	the	judge	can't	order	a	blanket	closure	of	the	courtroom.	A	judge	may	be	justified	in	excluding	those	persons	who	aim	to	disrupt	the	trial,	intimidate	a	witness,	or	corrupt	jurors,	because	their	presence
could	result	in	an	unfair	trial.	On	the	flip	side,	a	judge	couldn't	close	a	trial	due	to	intense	press	coverage	or	media	scrutiny	of	a	case	without	more.	Safeguard	the	Privacy	and	Safety	of	Witnesses	and	Parties	To	protect	the	privacy	or	safety	of	witnesses,	parties,	or	others	in	the	courtroom,	a	judge	may	close	a	proceeding.	But	the	party	seeking	to	close
the	courtroom	will	need	to	do	more	than	simply	assert	a	privacy	or	safety	interest.	They	must	provide	a	connection	between	the	perceived	threat	and	the	witness's	testimony	and	show	why	alternatives	to	closure	won't	suffice.	For	instance,	the	judge	might	agree	to	exclude	the	public	from	hearing	the	testimony	of:	an	undercover	officer	to	prevent
compromising	the	officer's	identity	and	ongoing	investigations	a	witness	whose	testimony	contains	classified	information,	or	a	witness	who's	experienced	threats	or	harassment	due	to	their	expected	testimony.	Protect	Vulnerable	Victims	From	Emotional	Distress	In	certain	types	of	cases	(often	rape	and	sexual	assault),	laws	sometimes	work	proactively
to	protect	a	victim's	identity	and	privacy	by	allowing	the	judge	to	redact	the	victim's	name	and	address	from	the	records	and	testimony.	When	the	victim	is	a	child,	has	a	cognitive	impairment,	or	could	suffer	severe	emotional	distress,	some	states'	laws	also	permit	judges	to	exclude	from	the	courtroom	anyone	without	a	direct	interest	in	the	case
during	the	victim's	testimony.	But,	even	in	these	difficult	cases,	the	judge	must	evaluate	any	type	of	closure	on	a	case-by-case	basis.	The	judge	considers	factors	such	as	the	nature	of	the	offense,	the	victim's	age	or	level	of	impairment,	whether	possible	disclosure	of	the	victim's	identity	would	cause	harm	to	the	victim,	and	whether	alternatives	are
viable	(such	as	using	video-recorded	depositions	or	closed-circuit	television	testimony).	Getting	Help	If	you	have	questions	regarding	open	or	closed	judicial	proceedings,	contact	a	local	criminal	defense	attorney	who's	familiar	with	the	local	court	practices.	Victims	may	want	to	consult	a	victim's	advocate	with	similar	experience	in	attending	hearings
before	local	judges.	The	VITamin	D	and	OmegA-3	TriaL	(VITAL)	is	a	randomized	clinical	trial	in	25,871	U.S.	men	and	women	investigating	whether	taking	daily	dietary	supplements	of	vitamin	D3	(2000	IU)	or	omega-3	fatty	acids	(Omacor®	fish	oil,	1	gram)	reduces	the	risk	of	developing	cancer,	heart	disease,	and	stroke	in	people	who	do	not	have	a
prior	history	of	these	illnesses.	See	list	of	participating	sites	Adobe	Photoshop	is	the	industry	standard	for	image	editing	applications.	Fortunately,	you	can	take	advantage	of	a	trial	period	to	avoid	spending	even	a	penny	on	it.	Below	are	instructions	for	downloading	an	absolutely	free	version	of	Adobe	Photoshop	for	your	Windows	or	Mac	computer.	You
get	access	to	all	the	same	features	and	tools	as	with	the	one	you	can	purchase,	with	the	only	difference	being	that	it	will	become	unusable	after	seven	days.	Nusha	Ashjaee	/	Lifewire		Although	the	whole	installation	process	takes	a	little	while	to	complete,	nearly	all	of	it	is	automated,	which	means	you	have	to	click	through	just	a	few	screens	to	install
Photoshop.	Be	sure	to	use	the	trial	when	you'll	be	most	apt	to	try	out	all	the	features.	After	having	the	Photoshop	free	trial	for	seven	days,	you	cannot	install	the	trial	again,	regardless	of	whether	you	actually	used	it	every	day	during	the	free	period.	Open	the	Photoshop	Free	Trial	page	on	Adobe's	website,	and	select	Try	for	free.	Select	the	trial	you
want.	To	get	just	Photoshop	for	free,	use	the	Start	free	trial	button	in	that	section.	Or,	you	can	grab	some	other	Adobe	programs	during	the	same	trial	period,	like	InDesign	and	Illustrator.	Enter	your	email	address	and	then	select	Continue	to	log	in	or	create	a	new	account.	This	is	required	to	get	the	free	Photoshop	trial.	If	you	plan	to	pay	for	it	after
the	trial,	now	is	the	time	you	can	alter	the	commitment.	Choose	from	an	annual	or	monthly	plan.	Choose	a	payment	method—credit/debit	card	or	PayPal—and	enter	those	details	as	described	on	the	page,	and	then	select	Agree	and	subscribe.	You	aren't	paying	for	Photoshop	on	this	screen.	As	long	as	the	"due	now"	price	off	to	the	right	still	says	$0.00,
you're	just	getting	the	trial.	However,	as	you'll	learn	at	the	bottom	of	this	page,	you'll	have	to	cancel	the	trial	before	the	seven	days	are	up	unless	you	want	to	pay	for	Photoshop.	If	you're	a	new	user,	you'll	see	this	screen	where	you	need	to	enter	a	password	for	your	account.	Select	Set	your	password	and	follow	the	directions	on	Adobe's	site	to	make
your	new	Adobe	account.	The	download	should	begin	immediately.	When	it's	finished,	open	the	installer.	If	you	don't	see	anything,	download	and	install	Creative	Cloud	manually	from	Adobe's	website.	Follow	the	setup	file's	on-screen	directions	to	install	Creative	Cloud	and	Photoshop.	This	involves	selecting	Continue	in	the	installer,	logging	in	to	your
Adobe	account	in	a	web	browser,	and	then	choosing	Start	installing.	Wait	for	several	minutes	as	Creative	Cloud	installs.	Once	installation	is	finished,	Creative	Cloud	will	open	and	begin	installing	Photoshop.	Photoshop	should	open	automatically	once	it	gets	installed.	If	it	doesn't,	use	the	arrow	next	to	its	button	in	Creative	Cloud	to	find	the	Open
option.	If	you	don't	want	to	actually	buy	Photoshop,	you'll	need	to	cancel	before	the	trial	period	is	up.	Follow	the	steps	below	to	end	your	free	trial	of	Photoshop,	or	you	can	contact	Adobe	for	help.	Open	your	Adobe	Account	page	and	log	in	using	the	same	information	you	used	when	getting	the	trial.	Open	the	My	Plans	area	of	your	account	through	the
Plans	tab	at	the	top.	Select	Manage	plan.	Choose	Cancel	plan	on	the	next	page	and	then	explain	why	you're	canceling	your	trial,	followed	by	Continue.	Read	through	what	cancelling	your	plan	means	(you	won't	be	able	to	access	Photoshop	and	cloud	storage	space	is	reduced),	and	then	select	Continue.	An	Offers	page	tries	to	get	you	to	stay	one	last
time.	Select	No	thanks.	Finally,	end	the	Photoshop	trial	by	selecting	Confirm	on	the	final	page.	Plenty	of	free	resources	are	available	to	use	with	this	image	editor.	Whether	you	have	the	Photoshop	free	trial	or	the	full	version	of	the	software,	be	sure	to	check	out	all	the	free	add-ons	you	can	get	along	with	it.	There	are	tons	of	free	stock	photo	websites
where	you	can	find	free	images	to	edit	in	Photoshop.	There	are	also	full	PSD	templates	available	for	download	that	include	all	the	layers	necessary	to	edit	a	project	in	the	PSD	format.	If	you'd	rather	use	your	own	photos	and	just	include	some	free	textures,	patterns,	or	shapes	to	spice	things	up,	that's	an	option,	too.	Also	available	for	free	are	tools
necessary	to	do	the	editing,	like	Photoshop	actions	that	can	speed	up	your	editing	steps,	and	filters	and	plugins	to	add	more	functionality	to	the	program.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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